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A NIGHT AT THE BALL GAMEA NIGHT AT THE BALL GAME

PHOTOS AND STORY BY 
JOSEPH L. MURPHY

I
n Clinton, the crack of the bat 

and the call of the umpire are 

just as familiar to the locals as 

the tranquil backdrop of barges 

floating down the Mississippi River.

Boys of summer have played base-

ball at the historic Alliant Energy 

field since 1937, when the stad-

ium was built during the heart of 

the Great Depression as a Works 

Progress Administration project.

Professional baseball led off with 

the Clinton Owls, a Brooklyn 

Dodgers affiliate in the Three-I 

League. They christened the his-

toric stadium with a first-place 

finish in 1937.

FOR DECADES, it’s been the Clin-

ton Lumber Kings who have enter-

tained crowds throughout the sum-

mer. It’s the same year after year: 

fans cheer, vendors call and the 

players keep an eye on the score-

board and their chance to move up 

and play in the big leagues.

Like the stadium, minor league 

baseball in Clinton has a long histo-

ry for the community-owned club. 

The team’s website puts it this way: 

“Professional baseball in Clinton is 

as much of a given commodity as 

the mighty Mississippi River.”

THAT ALL-AMERICAN commodity 

has entertained generation after 

generation in Clinton and has pro-

duced a wall of names of 224 play-

ers that graced the green grass and 

red dirt of the old ball field.

Some are big names, like Orel 

Hershiser, Matt Clement, Mike 

Scioscia, Steve Sax and Candy 

Moldonado, who all got their starts 

in Clinton and went on to wow 

in the majors. Others never made 

it to the Bigs, but just the same, 

they gave summers of thrills to 

fans of the Lumber Kings on those 

warm nights on the banks of the 

Mississippi.

Clinton

Above: The sun sets behind Alliant 
Energy field as the game enters into the 
8th inning with a score of four to one. The 
Lumber Kings went on to win another 
game in the long history of minor league 
baseball in the city of Clinton. Far right: 
Lumber King players emerge from the 
back fence prior to their game against 
the Lake County Captains. Clinton, once 
known as the lumber capital of America, 
supplied the name for the baseball team 
known as the Lumber Kings. Right: 
Daniel Carroll, a player from Mareno 
Valley, Calif., signs autographs for fans 
before the start of the game. Alliant 
Energy field gives fans a close seat to all 
the professional action.

Family Living photographer 
Joseph L. Murphy recently 
visited the historic Clinton 
Lumber Kings stadium.
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Top: Taylor Stanton delivers a pitch to a Lake County Captain hitter early in the Lumber 
Kings game. Bottom: Dave Lezotte announces the baseball play-by-play on a local 
radio station, giving fans a glimpse of the action whether they are in the stadium or 
across town. 

Top: Chelsea Carroll and Samantha Gebbers, hold Logan Lloret on 
their laps, as they watch their husbands play baseball on a warm 
Clinton night at the ballpark. Top left: A woman keeps stats while 
sitting in the front row of Alliant Energy field along the scenic 
Riverview Park in Clinton. Above: Henry Contreras prepares to take 
the field as a catcher for the Lumber Kings. Left: Colin Stuhr puts 
the finishing touches on the batter box before the start of the game. 
Stuhr is working with the Lumber Kings over the summer during an 
internship. He is a college student in Turf Grass Management at 
Kirkwood Community College.


